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Revealing the significance of religion in contemporary life, World Religions Today, Fifth Edition,

explores major religious traditions--Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, South Asian

religions, East Asian religions, indigenous religions, and new religions--as dynamic, ongoing forces

in the lives of individuals and in the collective experience of modern societies. This unique volume

accomplishes two goals: it connects today's religions to their classical beliefs and practices and

focuses on how these religions have both radically changed the modern world and been changed

by it. The book is enhanced by numerous pedagogical aids--text boxes, timelines, maps,

illustrations, discussion questions, a comprehensive glossary of key terms, and suggestions for

further reading--and more than 200 photographs. For a wealth of additional teaching and study

resources, visit www.oup.com/us/esposito.World Religions Today, Fifth Edition, is also available as

two separate volumes:Religions of Asia Today, Third Edition: 978-0-19-999964-4Religions of the

West Today, Third Edition: 978-0-19-999963-7
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"World Religions Today does an excellent job of helping students to place religion in the

contemporary world."--Robert Brown, James Madison University"This is a great textbook for

introducing world religions, with a strong emphasis on a religion's contact with modernity and its

continuing evolution in light of globalization."--David Kitts, Carson-Newman University"The writing is

clear and not bogged down with academic jargon, yet it is sophisticated and at a level that is

appropriate for undergraduate study."--Robin L. Owens, Mount St. Mary's College



John L. Esposito is University Professor, Professor of Religion and International Affairs, Professor of

Islamic Studies, and Founding Director of the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian

Understanding at Georgetown University.Darrell J. Fasching is Professor Emeritus of Religious

Studies at the University of South Florida.Todd T. Lewis is Professor of World Religions at the

College of the Holy Cross.

I used this for an Eastern Religions course and it had nice explanations of Buddhism, Hinduism, and

Confucianism. For Taoism and Shinto I had to search a lot of outside resources. Written clearly but

it talks more about the geographical and historical aspects of religion rather than the

spirituality/mysticism.

Very informative book. I expected this to be slightly boring considering i bought it for a college class

but it holds my attention with all the interesting beliefs from around the world. Also gives you a great

objective and subjective views of current religions around the world.

Rented through  for a History of World Religions Class. This book covers the basics of the Five

World Religions: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism, in the context of the past,

present and future. A well written textbook.

This is an amazing book for those who want to understand the three major world religions as

compared to other religions that are not widely understood and discussed in detail. This book is a

gem for the religious studies student.

Yes, it's exactly what my professor is having us use. Glad I was able to find it through  @ such a low

price!

Its a book. Has its pages. Not written on. A bit used. Its a book.

I bought this book for my college religions class. It was very interesting and informative. I feel like I

really learned something and gained perspective. It covered in detail many different aspects of each

religion. The only complaint I have is the layout was a bit confusing.



I enjoyed this book, because it was easy to study from a historical perspective.
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